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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 3 recites the limitation "said spine fold" in line 3. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ong (5,727,816) in view of Podosek (5,947,524). 

Ong discloses a report cover (14) comprising a plurality of sheets of paper 
disposed one atop another to form a stack (12) having top (20) and bottom (22) sheets 
and defining a binding edge (24) of the stack, an opposite edge (26) of the stack parallel 
to the binding edge, and a narrow binding margin (28) on the stack adjacent to the 
binding edge (as seen in figure 4); a document binder (14) formed of a single sheet of 
flat, expansive material (see col. 5, lines 23-25), folded to delineate a plurality of panels 
including a back binding panel (38) located beneath the stack and extending beneath 
the binding margin, a narrow binding panel (32) joined to the back binding panel (via 
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panel 36) and residing above the stack and the narrow binding margin and having a 
width no greater than the width of the binding margin (as seen in figure 4), a binding 
return panel (34) joined to the narrow binding panel at a return fold (42) and located 
beneath the narrow binding panel and projecting from the return fold back toward the 
binding edge of the stack, and a top binding panel (30) located atop the stack above the 
top sheet and beneath the binding return panel and extending from the proximity of the 
binding edge of the stack across the top sheet to at least the opposite edge of the stack 
(as seen in figure 4). 

Ong discloses fasteners in the form of wire staples (16) passing through the top 
sheet and bottom sheet of the stack within the binding margin of the stack and also 
through the return panel and top cover panel. Ong discloses the claimed invention 
except for a stiff, resilient, elongated channel-shaped clasp as claimed to clamp the 
sheets of paper together between the top and back binding panels of the document 
binder. 

Podosek discloses a cover folder (1 1 ) comprised of a binder (13) and a cover 
(15), the cover being slidably and removably mounted within the binder. The binder is 
an elongated channel shaped member formed with a pair of jaws (21, 23) joined 
together and projecting outwardly from their junction to define a gap therebetween (as 
seen in figure 4a), and at least one of the jaws terminating in a hooked lip (29, 31), and 
the inserting a binding edge of the stack into the gap so that the hooked lip is engaged 
with the cover (as seen in figure 1 ) to restrict relative movement between the clasp and 
the stack in a direction perpendicular to the binding edge and having a sufficient 
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thickness so that the jaws clamp the sheets of paper together (as seen in figure 1 ). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to modify Ong's device to include a clamp slidably and removably 
mounted on the report cover, as taught by Podosek, since Podosek shows that clamps 
and staples are equivalent structures known in the art. Because these two fasteners 
were art-recognized equivalents at the time the invention was made, one of ordinary 
skill in the art would have found it obvious to substitute the clasp for the staples. 

Regarding claim 2, Ong, as modified by Podosek, discloses each of the jaws of 
the clasp terminating in a hooked lip (29, 31) as aforesaid. 

Regarding claim 3, Ong, as modified by Podosek, discloses the binding return 
panel being secured to the top binding panel in face-to-face relationship between the 
return fold and the spine fold (as seen in figure 5 of Ong). 

Regarding claims 4 and 5, Ong, as modified by Podosek, discloses securing the 
top and return panels together throughout the width of the binding margin in the stack 
by a layer of adhesive interposed therebetween (as seen in figures 7, 1 0 and 1 3). 

Regarding claim 6, Ong discloses a report cover (14) comprising a 
plurality of sheets of paper disposed one atop another to form a stack (12) having top 
(20) and bottom (22) sheets and defining a binding edge (24) of the stack, an opposite 
edge (26) of the stack parallel to the binding edge, and a narrow binding margin (28) on 
the stack adjacent to the binding edge (as seen in figure 4); a binding (14) for the stack 
formed of a single, expansive sheet of material (see col. 5, lines 23-25) and including 
top (30) and bottom (38) face panels overlying the top and bottom sheet of the stack 
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and joined by at least one spine fold (44) located at and parallel to the binding edge of 
the stack, a narrow binding panel (32) joined to the back binding panel (via panel 36) 
and residing above the stack and the narrow binding margin and having a width no 
greater than the width of the binding margin (as seen in figure 4), a return panel (34) 
joined to the narrow binding panel at a return fold (42) and located beneath the narrow 
binding panel and projecting from the return fold back toward the binding edge of the 
stack, and a top binding panel (30) located atop the stack above the top sheet and 
beneath the binding return panel and extending from the proximity of the binding edge 
of the stack across the top sheet to at least the opposite edge of the stack (as seen in 
figure 4). 

Ong discloses fasteners in the form of wire staples (16) passing through the top 
sheet and bottom sheet of the stack within the binding margin of the stack and also 
through the return panel and top cover panel. Ong discloses the claimed invention 
except for a stiff, resilient, elongated channel-shaped clasp as claimed to clamp the 
sheets of paper together between the top and back binding panels of the document 
binder. 

Podosek discloses a cover folder (1 1 ) comprised of a binder (1 3) and a cover 
(15), the cover being slidably and removably mounted within the binder. The binder is 
an elongated channel shaped member formed with a pair of jaws (21, 23) joined 
together and projecting outwardly from their junction to define a gap therebetween (as 
seen in figure 4a), and at least one of the jaws terminating in a hooked lip (29, 31 ), and 
the inserting a binding edge of the stack into the gap so that the hooked lip is engaged 
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with the cover (as seen in figure 1) to restrict relative movement between the clasp and 
the stack in a direction perpendicular to the binding edge and having a sufficient 
thickness so that the jaws clamp the sheets of paper together (as seen in figure 1 ). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to modify Ong's device to include a clamp slidably and removably 
mounted on the report cover, as taught by Podosek, since Podosek shows that clamps 
and staples are equivalent structures known in the art. Because these two fasteners 
were art-recognized equivalents at the time the invention was made, one of ordinary 
skill in the art would have found it obvious to substitute the clasp for the staples. 

Regarding claim 7, Ong, as modified by Podosek, discloses both of the jaws of 
the clasp being provided with hooked lips (29, 31 ) as set forth above. 

Regarding claim 8, Ong, as modified by Podosek, discloses the return panel and 
the top face panel being secured to each other above the binding margin (as seen in 
figure 5). 

Regarding claim 9, Ong discloses a report cover (14) comprising a plurality of 
sheets of paper disposed one atop another to form a stack (12) having top (20) and 
bottom (22) sheets and defining a binding edge (24) of the stack, an opposite edge (26) 
of the stack parallel to the binding edge, and a narrow binding margin (28) on the stack 
adjacent to the binding edge (as seen in figure 4); a document binder (14) for the stack 
formed of a single sheet of flat material (see col. 5, lines 23-25) folded to delineate a 
plurality of panels including a top binding panel (30) and bottom (38) face panels 
overlying the top and bottom sheet of the stack and joined by at least one spine fold 
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(44) located at and parallel to the binding edge of the stack, a narrow binding panel (32) 
joined to the back binding panel (via panel 36) and residing above the stack and the 
narrow binding margin and having a width no greater than the width of the binding 
margin (as seen in figure 4), a return panel (34) joined to the narrow binding panel at a 
return fold (42) and located beneath the narrow binding panel and projecting from the 
return fold back toward the binding edge of the stack, and a top binding panel (30) 
located atop the stack above the top sheet and beneath the binding return panel and 
extending from the proximity of the binding edge of the stack across the top sheet to at 
least the opposite edge of the stack (as seen in figure 4). 

Ong discloses fasteners in the form of wire staples (16) passing through the top 
sheet and bottom sheet of the stack within the binding margin of the stack and also 
through the return panel and top cover panel. Ong discloses the claimed invention 
except for a stiff, resilient, elongated channel-shaped clasp as claimed to clamp the 
sheets of paper together between the top and back binding panels of the document 
binder. 

Podosek discloses a cover folder (1 1 ) comprised of a binder (13) and a cover 
(15), the cover being slidably and removably mounted within the binder. The binder is 
an elongated channel shaped member formed with a pair of jaws (21, 23) joined 
together and projecting outwardly from their junction to define a gap therebetween (as 
seen in figure 4a), and at least one of the jaws terminating in a hooked lip (29, 31), and 
the inserting a binding edge of the stack into the gap so that the hooked lip is engaged 
with the cover (as seen in figure 1 ) to restrict relative movement between the clasp and 
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the stack in a direction perpendicular to the binding edge and having a sufficient 
thickness so that the jaws clamp the sheets of paper together (as seen in figure 1). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to modify Ong's device to include a clamp slidably and removably 
mounted on the report cover, as taught by Podosek, since Podosek shows that clamps 
and staples are equivalent structures known in the art. Because these two fasteners 
were art-recognized equivalents at the time the invention was made, one of ordinary 
skill in the art would have found it obvious to substitute the clasp for the staples. 

Regarding claims 10-12, Ong, as modified by Podosek, discloses the return 
panel having upwardly and downwardly facing surfaces and being secured by adhesive 
or heat sealing to the top face panel throughout the length of the narrow binding margin 
on the stack (as seen in figures 7, 10 and 13 and col. 7, lines 4-14). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The cited references disclose report covers with slide bars. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Monica S. Carter whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
0305. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday (6:30 AM - 4:00 
PM). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrea L. Wellington can be reached on (703) 308-2159. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

July 9, 2004 



